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       TAKE A WALK 
             ON THE 
    HISTORICAL SIDE! 
 

Start at any one of these six murals to 
learn a little bit about Wisconsin Rapids 
history ~ take a walk downtown and across 
the bridge: 
 

 
 
Rafting on the 
Wisconsin River 
Before the river was 
tamed, men took their 
lives into their own 
hands to transport 
timber.  Mural is located 
inside Centralia Center 

between Montessori Center and WRCT Theatre;  
sponsored by Brazeau Wefel Kryshak & Nettesheim LLP.  
 

History of Corenso North America 
Mural is located next to Book World, 253 W Grand Avenue;  
sponsored by Corenso North America. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Early 
Days 
of Railroading 
Mural is located next to Gary’s Coins, 210 W Grand Avenue; 
sponsored by 25 individual donors. 

 
   
 

 Early Days of Water Power  
 Remember the first east side swimming pool?  Mural is  
 located next to the Tom Mader Memorial Trail along the east 
 bank of the Wisconsin River ~ north of the Jackson Street  
 Bridge and clock tower.  Mural sponsored by Stora Enso. 
 

 
 
 

History of  
Paul Gross 

Jewelers 
         
Mural is located at 241 Oak Street; sponsored 
by Paul Gross Jewelers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History of McMillan Memorial Library 
Remember the first public library?  Mural is located at 
490 E Grand Avenue; sponsored by McMillan 
Memorial Library. 

 
Wanted: More Murals! 
Individuals, groups, or 
businesses may sponsor a 
mural.  To learn more, go 
to  progressinitiative.com.  

The Public Art Murals Group welcomes 
your participation in bringing the history of 
Wisconsin Rapids alive! 
 

 Murals painted by Susan Sampson. 
 
 
SEE PAGE 2 FOR MURAL SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION
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“Historical Murals Walk” 

 
 How do I get involved? The historical murals are a project of the Public Art Group of 

the Downtown Revitalization Cluster – a group of volunteers who want to see public art 
on display throughout downtown!  The murals project is our first step to bringing outdoor 
art into downtown, and all money raised goes directly to pay the artist for her work and 
help cover the costs of printing and publicity. 
 

 We are looking for corporate and individual sponsors to support the creation of 
murals which depict historical scenes, people, culture, places, buildings, events, etc. of 
Wisconsin Rapids. 
 

  If you have a mural idea, members of the Public  
Art Group are available to meet with you and help with: 

 Ideas, themes, and research 
 Size and location of mural 
 Contract with artist Susan Sampson 
 Date for a public unveiling event 

                                                                                          www.progressinitiative.com 
 

 Potential mural themes: downtown street scenes; river life; rafting; river transportation; 
trapping; logging; lumbering; power; paper manufacturing; railroading; cranberry growing; 
dairy; main street businesses; early homes; cultural backgrounds; founding pioneers; 
schools; famous citizens; local events; history of organizations; Betty Boop; the arts; etc. 
 
Artist Susan Sampson guarantees the murals to last for a minimum of 20 years.   
Six murals have been installed to-date Oct/2006:  Paul Gross Jewelers; McMillan Memorial 
Library; Corenso North America; Early Days of Railroading; Early Days of Water Power – 
Stora Enso; Rafting on the Wisconsin River. 
 

 Sponsorship investment – bringing history alive for residents and visitors: 
 Each panel: $1,000 for a painted 4’ x 8’ panel 

Two-panel mural, 8’ wide x 8’ high, $2,000 
Three-panel mural, 12’ wide x 8’ high, $3,000  
Four-panel mural, 16’ wide x 8’ high, $4,000 
Five-panel mural, 20’ wide x 8’ high, $5,000 
Larger sizes are available; the sponsor decides upon the mural’s size. 

 Installation: $100 - $200 depending upon site, size of mural, etc. 
  Publicity: cost of printed flyers/invitations, envelopes, postage (optional) 
  Unveiling event: cost of light refreshments and snacks (optional) 
 

 For more information, please contact: 
 Marion Ruelle … 715/423-0386 
 Melissa Loken … 715/423-1830 
 Dawn Olson … 715/423-4446 
 Joy Hendricksen … 715/424-1447 
 Ann Kroll … 715/421-4025 
 Denise Orr … 715/423-1471 
 Mary Olson … 715/423-3863          www.progressinitiative.com 


